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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/29/2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The applicant has amended the claim to state "modifying features and characteristics 
of the image" The applicant argues that Haragushi does not teach two separate processing 
conditions. The applicant further argues that the examiners interpretation that the resolution 
conversion processing corresponds to the default processing condition is incorrect. The applicant 
argues that resolution conversion does not modify features and characteristics of the image. The 
applicant argues that image size is not a characteristic of the image itself. 

The examiner strongly disagrees with the applicant. The examiner asserts that image size 
and resolution can be viewed as characteristics of an image. The examiner points out that the 
claim is written broadly and merely claims modifying features and characteristics of the image 
and does not specify what features and characteristics are being modified. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., modifying 
features and characteristics of the image wherein the features and characteristics are color 
enhancement and tone control) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the 
claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1: Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by USPN 6,222,613 
Haraguchi et al. 

2: As for Claim 1, Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 10, Lines 62-67 and Column 11, 
Lines 1-17 an image processing method for obtaining processed image data by carrying out 
image processing on image data obtained by a digital camera according to default processing 
conditions and processing conditions corresponding to a model of the digital camera, the image 
processing method comprising the step of: customizing the processing conditions corresponding 
to the model of the digital camera. Haraguchi et al teaches in Figure 7 and on Column 11, Lines 
22-40 the use of manual controls (8a), which allow a user to manually manipulate the image 
displayed on the display. Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 11, Lines 1-45 the use of a system 
which has a list of processing conditions stored in memory. Haraguchi et al teaches that a list of 
processing conditions exists for several types of digital cameras. Haraguchi et al teaches on 
Column 11, Lines 24-26 that an image can be read by the image processing apparatus having 
data attached to the image that specifies the type of digital camera used to capture the image. 
Once the type of digital camera is determined, the image processing system finds the 
corresponding set of processing conditions in memory and sets the processing conditions 
accordingly. The examiner views the claim broadly and views the collection of processing 
conditions based on a set of different types of digital cameras as a created menu that lists various 
models of digital cameras. Furthermore, the image processing apparatus will determine the type 
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of digital, camera automatically from the read image data and find the corresponding image 
processing conditions stored in the memory. This is viewed by the examiner as selection of a 
model of digital camera from the menu and automatically modifying the default processing 
conditions to the customized processing conditions created for the selected model of digital 
camera. Haraguchi et al teaches in the abstract and on Column 9, Lines 10-45 an image size 
converter converts the image size to a predetermined image size which is independent of both the 
fixed image size and the type of image inputting medium that inputs the image. Therefore, the 
examiner views the image size conversion process as performing a default processing wherein 
the processing (size conversion) is common to all digital cameras (independent of both the fixed 
image size and the type of image inputting medium). The examiner views image size and 
resolution as characteristics of an image 

3: In regards to Claim 2, Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 11, Lines 13-16 the processing 
conditions corresponding to the model of the digital camera include density correction 
processing conditions, and color correction processing conditions each corresponding to the 
model of the digital camera. 

4: As for Claim 3, Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 10, lines 62-67 the default processing 
conditions are customized by selection from customized default processing condition menus 
generated in advance. The default processing conditions are viewed by the examiner as the 
image processing steps that will be performed such as density and color processing. The 
customized default processing conditions are viewed as the color and density processing 
conditions that are customized according to the type of digital camera. Haraguchi et al teaches 
that the processing conditions are predetermined and stored in memory for each type of digital 
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camera. The stored list of processing conditions for each digital camera is viewed as menus 
generated in advance. 

5: . In regards to Claim 4, Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 10, lines 62-67 and Column 1 1 , 
Lines 1-30 the processing conditions corresponding to the model of the digital camera are 
customized by selection from customized model processing condition menus generated in 
advance. The customized default processing conditions are viewed as the color and density 
processing conditions that are customized according to the type of digital camera. Haraguchi et 
al teaches that the processing conditions are predetermined and stored in memory for each type 
of digital camera. The stored list of processing conditions for each digital camera is viewed as 
menus generated in advance. 

6: As for Claim 5, Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 10, Lines 62-67 and Column 11, 
Lines 1-17 and in Figure 5 an image processing apparatus for obtaining processed image data by 
carrying out image processing on image data obtained by a digital camera according to default 
processing conditions and processing conditions corresponding to a model of the digital camera. 
The default processing conditions are viewed by the examiner as the image processing steps that 
will be performed such as density and color processing. The processing conditions corresponding 
to a model of the digital camera are viewed as the color and density processing conditions that 
are customized according to the type of digital camera. Haraguchi et al teaches the image 
processing apparatus comprising: Haraguchi et al teaches default processing condition setting 
means for customizing the default processing conditions. The default processing condition 
setting means is viewed by the examiner as the circuitry and software that enables the processing 
conditions to be modified according to the stored image processing conditions for each type of 
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digital camera stored in memory (73). Haraguchi et al teaches model processing condition setting 
means for customizing the processing conditions corresponding to the model of the digital 
camera. Haraguchi et al teaches image processing means (70) for carrying out the image 
processing based on the default processing conditions (73) set by the default processing 
condition setting means and the processing conditions corresponding to the model of the digital 
camera set by the model processing condition setting means. Haraguchi et al teaches in Figure 7 
and on Column 11, Lines 22-40 the use of manual controls (8a), which allow a user to manually 
manipulate the image displayed on the display. Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 11, Lines 1- 
45 the use of a system which has a list of processing conditions stored in memory. Haraguchi et 
al teaches that a list of processing conditions exists for several types of digital cameras. 
Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 11, Lines 24-26 that an image can be read by the image 
processing apparatus having data attached to the image that specifies the type of digital camera 
used to capture the image. Once the type of digital camera is determined, the image processing 
system finds the corresponding set of processing conditions in memory and sets the processing 
conditions accordingly. The examiner views the claim broadly and views the collection of 
processing conditions based on a set of different types of digital cameras as a created menu that 
lists various models of digital cameras. Furthermore, the image processing apparatus will 
determine the type of digital camera automatically from the read image data and find the 
corresponding image processing conditions stored in the memory. This is viewed by the 
examiner as selection of a model of digital camera from the menu and automatically modifying 
the default processing conditions to the customized processing conditions created for the selected 
model of digital camera. Haraguchi et al teaches in the abstract and on Column 9, Lines 10-45 an 
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image size converter converts the image size to a predetermined image size which is independent 
of both the fixed image size and the type of image inputting medium that inputs the image. 
Therefore, the examiner views the image size conversion process as performing a default 
processing wherein the processing (size conversion) is common to all digital cameras 
(independent of both the fixed image size and the type of image inputting medium). The 
examiner views image size and resolution as characteristics of an image 
7: In regards to Claim 6, Haraguchi et al teaches compensating parameters for different 
cameras are stored in the processor in advance. Haraguchi et al teaches that these parameters can 
be used if an image comes in that was taken by a particular camera. It is inherent in the system of 
Haraguchi et al that the compensating parameters have a name. If they didn't, they could not be 
selectively read out. 

8: As for Claim 7, Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 11, Lines 13-16 the processing 
conditions corresponding to the model of the digital camera include density correction 
processing conditions, and color correction processing conditions each corresponding to the 
model of the digital camera. 

9: In regards to Claim 8, Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 10, lines 62-67 the default 
processing conditions are customized by selection from customized default processing condition 
menus generated in advance. The default processing conditions are viewed by the examiner as 
the image processing steps that will be performed such as density and color processing. The 
customized default processing conditions are viewed as the color and density processing 
conditions that are customized according to the type of digital camera. Haraguchi et al teaches 
that the processing conditions are predetermined and stored in memory for each type of digital 
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camera. The stored list of processing conditions for each digital camera is viewed as menus 
generated in advance. 

10: As for Claim 9, Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 10, lines 62-67 and Column 11, Lines 
1-30 the model processing condition setting means sets the processing conditions corresponding 
to the model of the digital camera by selection from customized model processing condition 
menus generated in advance. The customized default processing conditions are viewed as the 
color and density processing conditions that are customized according to the type of digital 
camera. Haraguchi et al teaches that the processing conditions are predetermined and stored in 
memory for each type of digital camera. The stored list of processing conditions for each digital 
camera is viewed as menus generated in advance. 

11: In regards to Claim 10 5 Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 10, Lines 62-67 and Column 
11, Lines 1-17 a computer readable recording medium storing a program to cause a computer to 
execute an image processing method for obtaining processed image data by carrying out image 
processing on image data obtained by a digital camera according to default processing conditions 
and processing conditions corresponding to a model of the digital camera, the program 
comprising the procedure of: Customizing the processing conditions corresponding to the model 
of the digital camera. Haraguchi et al teaches in Figure 7 and on Column 11, Lines 22-40 the use 
of manual controls (8a), which allow a user to manually manipulate the image displayed on the 
display. Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 11, Lines 1-45 the use of a system which has a list of 
processing conditions stored in memory. Haraguchi et al teaches that a list of processing 
conditions exists for several types of digital cameras. Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 11, 
Lines 24-26 that an image can be read by the image processing apparatus having data attached to 
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the image that specifies the type of digital camera used to capture the image. Once the type of 
digital camera is determined, the image processing system finds the corresponding set of 
processing conditions in memory and sets the processing conditions accordingly. The examiner 
views the claim broadly and views the collection of processing conditions based on a set of 
different types of digital cameras as a created menu that lists various models of digital cameras. 
Furthermore, the image processing apparatus will determine the type of digital camera 
automatically from the read image data and find the corresponding image processing conditions 
stored in the memory. This is viewed by the examiner as selection of a model of digital camera 
from the menu and automatically modifying the default processing conditions to the customized 
processing conditions created for the selected model of digital camera. Haraguchi et al teaches in 
the abstract and on Column 9, Lines 10-45 an image size converter converts the image size to a 
predetermined image size which is independent of both the fixed image size and the type of 
image inputting medium that inputs the image. Therefore, the examiner views the image size 
conversion process as performing a default processing wherein the processing (size conversion) 
is common to all digital cameras (independent of both the fixed image size and the type of image 
inputting medium). The examiner views image size and resolution as characteristics of an image 
12: As for Claim 1 1, Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 10, Lines 62-67 and Column 1 1, 
Lines 1-17 an image processing condition setting method for setting image processing conditions 
used for carrying out image processing on image data obtained by a digital camera, the image 
processing condition setting method comprising the step of: Customizing processing conditions 
corresponding to a model of the digital camera. Haraguchi et al teaches in Figure 7 and on 
Column 11, Lines 22-40 the use of manual controls (8a), which allow a user to manually 
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manipulate the image displayed on the display. Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 11, Lines 1- 
45 the use of a system which has a list of processing conditions stored in memory. Haraguchi et 
al teaches that a list of processing conditions exists for several types of digital cameras. 
Haraguchi et al teaches on Column 1 1 , Lines 24-26 that an image can be read by the image 
processing apparatus having data attached to the image that specifies the type of digital camera 
used to capture the image. Once the type of digital camera is determined, the image processing 
system finds the corresponding set of processing conditions in memory and sets the processing 
conditions accordingly. The examiner views the claim broadly and views the collection of 
processing conditions based on a set of different types of digital cameras as a created menu that 
lists various models of digital cameras. Furthermore, the image processing apparatus will 
determine the type of digital camera automatically from the read image data and find the 
corresponding image processing conditions stored in the memory. This is viewed by the 
examiner as selection of a model of digital camera from the menu and automatically modifying 
the default processing conditions to the customized processing conditions created for the selected 
model of digital camera. Haraguchi et al teaches in the abstract and on Column 9, Lines 10-45 an 
image size converter converts the image size to a predetermined image size which is independent 
of both the fixed image size and the type of image inputting medium that inputs the image. 
Therefore, the examiner views the image size conversion process as performing a default 
processing wherein the processing (size conversion) is common to all digital cameras 
(independent of both the fixed image size and the type of image inputting medium). The 
examiner views image size and resolution as characteristics of an image 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M. Hannett whose telephone number is 571-272-7309. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 5:00 pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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